The Unveiling of a Memorial

By Gene Friedmann

In the heart of Pretona is a city block of
wilderness which is the site of the mew
Amcrican Embassy v South Africa. Wiale
ground his pot been broken yver officially
January V989 marked the site dedication
with a very special event on that termin

Omn the Loth of the month—the Martin
Luother King Federal Holiday on the Ameri
cin caléndir—people i the Linited States
and throughowt the warld remembered Mug-
tn Luther Kng-ond the prnciples for whach
he stoid. Probubly no cerdmony was mipre
nuwing—or more poantcd—han the 'unveil-
ineof a boust of King on the gmbassy siie m
Protona, That memormal seprosonmed the
dodicution of the LS. Mivaon o the goals
that Kang espoused i the hope that those
s ideals mught proval o the rouhled
Tard of Scoarh Africs

Foor wdchs, mussion feamis had warked o
areanee & 'provram g would say some-
thimg of importance toall Souath Alncans,

The coremuony was @ moving pnc.
Tacusing on the bust of King. which broughi
all-of the efements tozether Excouted by an
American sculptog T Philadelphi. the
bust conveyed the dienny and uniseesality
of Kang—he lpoked at home

To the audicnce of Black and white South
Adncams, 1t was a day of remembrance and
fevenc. as they wore ininsponcd 1o Kine's
homeland. America. and o dnother city
actoss an occan—Birmimeghom. Ala
Ambassador Edward |, Perking repd from

King's masterly letter written from that
citv’s jail in (963

I dm in Birmingham because injustice is
hera. Just-as the prophets of the eighth
cemtury B.C, lefn thewr villapes and car-
ried their "“thus saith the Lord™ far
hevond the boundarnies of thewr home
tows, andd just as the apostie Poul lefo his
village of Tarsus and carned the gospel
of Jesus Christ 1o the far cormess of the
Greco-Romuan world, <o am | compelled
tor curry the Gospel of frecdom beyond
ik Rome wwn Maorcover. 1 am cog-
nizant of the intemelatedness of Al com
munitics  and  stales [myustce
anvwhere v thredat 1o Justice CVElN -
whire

Lasreners an South Afnca, beanng Kong's
worrds over 25 years later, were bothy dis
maved wnd encouraged by the parallcls to
the United States in the throes of msocival
rehts movement, There was cause for
despair in the gop—and differences—
between the twosoictivs but alwo a chal-
lenge o Hape. as America in the end heeded
Finpe’s summons (o change. Probably no
ey ol the audience weighed the words
msre carefulby than o group of black com
munty leaders. recently acquitted of the
chiree ol treivnn

10 USEA World

Ambassador Edward
J. Perkins, left, and
Public Atfairs Coun-
selor Gene Fried-
mann congratufate
one another on the
successiul dedica-
tion ol the Martin
Luther King Jr.
memorial,

CAPTURING THE MESSAGE 1

One-who Tinds hope m King's message 18
Enos Mabuza—chicl minister of the non-
independent homeland of KaNpwane and
puest speaker at the memonal. Mabuzn
called for non-vinlent unity in the face of
gparthietd, His call was an infermed one. Al
he sabd in drawting comparison 1o the stougp
ple thae Kinge led. 1o our owe contey . thie
same bottom hine of scparaieness. bolstered
by the Bace Clossalieltion and Growp Ardas
At prevails.”

Man vmlent opposition (o aparthond as
boen the rule rather than the CRICPmIn g
South Afnca. But wnlike thelr Aneticun
counterparia, Mabtza modeocloar. " The
defendants of black mehiy bn Sowth Adricy
cowrld nor Tall bBack on o constietog wliach
thevretaclly, aF mit actually, svataniced
idividdul homon rights. Inswead, they were
tried Ton treason and harsseid as emmmiies o
the stute and all itstoosd [os
rated o drven into exile. Thore was oo
white poliical leadership wluch could
parallel the role which the “amnedy brisehers
played ar o critical joscture of the civil
rights movement,

Dévid Maselotla, choremastes ol the el
group frvm the black tosnsp of Mo od
wlbch performed, was anothur vne T cap
e Foane s spirid and that of e Amenan
civil riwhis et When the statos was
upvelod Byothe amboresdion amd the seulp
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tor, the chir sang **We Shall Overcome™”
and mked cromsed arms—with Amwrcans
an the andience follow g their cxample
Cinganal compostions in Sotho and Lulu
tiald of King s being ““with us™" in South
Alvica—""naw hee belonps to the ages”

QHIG;IHE OF MEMORIAL

The secd of the event which culminated
on Jan. 16 had been planted in Harare a
yvear before, | had boon mulling over the
wdea of o King memonal in Pretori. as a
st ol the Unimed States”™ special comimil
ment W the promotion of social and palitecal
change there. A 3 conference in the £im
hahwenn capilal, | broached the subject 1o
Warron Obluck. serving 10 LISIAs Buresy
for Educational and Culraral Affairs (E
Burcaul in Wishingtion,

Ohbluchk s colleagues in the E Burcau, jed
by Division for the Study of the U5 Chiel
Barry Ballow, quickly went 1o work and
wentified o sculpture by Zenos Frudaks
The sculpior had been one of thees Nmalista,
selected by the Natioma! Endowment for the
Arts. o crcale 2 bust of King for the 1.5,
Capitol. Stceping himsell in King's words
andd imapges, Frodakis had worked an the
prece for a year—raie video footage unning
in his studic s his hands molded ¢lay and
wleas. When the LS. Embassy decided to
purchase the bust, Frudakis reworked the
cust ygamn, with South Africa in mind. The
result s & life-stze portrait in bronze which
somehow combines vitality and force with

tranguifity and repose

Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.
Memorialized
Worldwide

Via USIA TV

Dr Martim Luther Kmg Jr. was memaon
ahized the weeks of Jan. 9 and Jan. 16
for sudiences worldwide via USIA TV,

Sen. Cleo Ficlds, Louisiana State Lepin-
lswre, and Tavior Branch, author of *"Pan-
g The Waters. America During the King
Yeurs, [954-63.7" paid tribule to the human
vights actvist by participating in bve sarel-
Ine TelcPress conferences with dignitaries
and journalists in Seven counirics through-
oul Africa. Europe. and the Near East
Fields o the younpgest senator in the history
ol the Llnited States,

In addition t the " Dialogues,”” a two-
part senes enlitled ““Manin Luther King
The Makiong of a Holiday,™ was transmitted
1o USIA posts and U.S. embassies in
Alricu. East Asia, and the Near East. The
serigs hiphliphts the histoncal achievements
of King. emphasizing his influence on
Amcricans and the events which led to a
nattonal holiday on hiy birthday O

“Mis dmpontant 1o sce thal (here are fimes
when o gman-made low s ot of haepony
with the meoral low of the unverse  These
are the words anscrbed on the plague under-
noath the bust thar wall welcome guesis 1o
the present embassy building while ¢on;
structivm bepins on the new onc. The wurids
and image will be a reminder e South Al
cans and to Americans wha come and go
that a preat American amd 3 predl man of
the world remams an mspiration. Whee
films of King's Life are shown in hlack
Iownships, audicoces recite the words of the

sermons and spoeches alone with (he
sfunshor ;

As Ambassador Perkins remnded the
audicnce an Protona on Jan. 16. the worl
which King espiowsed can pever b finsdied
anywhere an the world, But his deas can
triuniph—in South Afnica as in the United
Staics &

Gere Friedmann is public affuirs counselor
in Sevethr Africa

Cholirmaster David Motlatla directs the SL Peler Claver Choral Group in a
moving renditiun ol “We Shall Overcome™ at the dedication of the Martin
Luther King Jr. memorial in Pretoria, South Africa.

Covering an Election Campaign
For International Audiences

8y Beverly K. Eakmian

H.‘nc you ever wondcred how VOA elec-
tion coverage differs from election
coverage of commerceal Amencan media
like ABC or CBS. and from other Westemn
wnternational broadeasters such as BBC or
Radio Free Evrope/Radio Libery?

I put the guestion to several VOA jour
nalists and correspondents, asking them
specifically: What did VOA s audicnces
find the most fascinating — and the moal
hfTweule to understand — abdw the Amen-
can election profeas™ What concepls were
most difficult to pet across to farcipn
audhencea?

HOW COVEHRAGE DIFFERS

Alex Belida, News Diwvision coordinatie
for campagn coverage and semor polinical
cormespondient, said that VOA must provide
the same kind of coverape Americn’s
domestic media offer. but with more expla-
nation 10 make the cvent understandable 1o
the Voree of Amernca s visl and vaned {or-

cign andience

That means preparing stones that spell
oul the details of a unigue U1 5, political
process leading to the sclection of -a new
presudonl and Congress, and state and local
clections, Expected maienal such as profiles
of the various contenders for the White
House must be included, of course, Bur fea
tures piving the flavor of the campaipn
particularly the day-to.day debate on the
issues and nformation dealing with public
preferences among the candidates and pub-
lic pereeptions aboul the campaign — also
ATC. ITIDOTLAT

Linda MecKecver, chicl of VOA s Morm-
ing Proprama. said, "VOA B much more
thivrough. and we pencralize less

“We started with the very first primary
— even long before. We covered almost
every stump speech. even those with a pur-
beular foreign policy anple which might not
he convidered “news” (0 our own COmMmer-
cial media. Then we assigned reporers 9
fisltivwe all the condidises, and we monsored
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